
The religious leaders in Jesus’ day were far from 
shy when it came to asking for money. They also 
praised the people for giving and gave special honor to 
those who were generous (Matthew 6.2). 

Jesus taught strongly against these practices 
(Matthew 6.2-3), but some people commit the same 
sins today as they did back then! They plead from 
pulpits, radio and TV for more and more money. 
There is much confusion, misinformation, and igno-
rance in this very practical area of Christianity. It is 
our aim in this brochure to present an honest, biblical 
overview of the giving of tithes and offerings to the 
Lord. 

What is Tithing? 

God created human beings to live in total de-
pendence on him. True followers of Jesus have ac-
knowledged this fact and seek to give God honor and 
glory for who he is. The way this is done is through 
the giving of our whole beings back to God—a life-
for-life exchange, as it were. Throughout church his-
tory, one of the greatest signs of wholeheartedness has 
been the willingness to make financial sacrifices out 
of a faithful and thankful heart. God doesn’t need our 
money but he wants it because in receiving it he 
knows that he has the real “us.” Jesus said it this way: 
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” 
(Matthew 6.21). If we can’t freely give then it is a sign 
that God doesn’t have full control of our lives. 

Since the beginning, even before the Law 
(Genesis 14.18-20; see Hebrews 7.1-10), giving has 
been a principle form of worship; worship in a practi-
cal and meaningful way, rather than the mere per-
formance of religious ritual. Tithes and offerings were 
established by God in the Old Testament as an 
important means of honoring him and giving back to 
him a small portion of what he has provided for us. In 
tithing, we demonstrate that we know that all we have 
comes from him and we are willing to trust him with 
our daily needs. 

The Hebrew word for tithe is “a tenth part.” The 
Greek word for tithe also means a tenth. The tithe in 
Moses’ time was the basic measurable amount of a 
families’ resources that were to be set aside as be-
longing to God. For example, Leviticus 27.30 says: 

“Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the 

land, or of the fruit of the tree is the Lord’s; it is holy 
to the Lord.” The tithe could have been paid in the 
form of an animal, food, crops, or money, but it was 
always designated as God’s (Malachi 3.8). 

The Mosaic Law required that the tithe was to be 
given to the Lord at the place of worship (Numbers 
18.12,13). Those who lived in Jerusalem tithed at the 
temple and those who lived in the rural sections would 
give to the Levites in their area (Nehemiah 10:35-37). 

How Does Tithing Apply to Me? 

When Jesus came, he personally fulfilled all the 
requirements of the Law and rendered the Law obso-
lete. Many Christians ask, therefore, why we should 
be involved with tithing when it was a part of the Old 
Testament. 

While we must consider that though we are free 
from the need to obey the specific tenets of the Old 
Testament Law (James 2:10; Galatians 3:10-11), many 
of the basic concepts still appear in the New 
Testament for us to observe. For example, 2 Corin-
thians 9.6-7 says: 

He who sows sparingly shall also reap spar-
ingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap 
bountifully. Let each one do just as he has purposed in 
his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion; for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 

It is a cheerful giver that God loves. Giving our 
money, work, time or anything else is a simple re-
sponse of gratitude to our heavenly Father for what he 
has given us. 

In one encounter, Jesus even implied that tithing 
was a practice, in principle, that should be carried over 
into the New Testament period. While indicting the 
religious hypocrites for tithing but neglecting the 
“weightier matters of the Law” such as justice and 
mercy, Jesus says, “You should have practiced the 
latter (i.e., justice and mercy) without neglecting the 
former (i.e., the tithe).” 

In regards to giving, Jesus is far more concerned 
with our attitudes towards giving than with the dollar 
amount. This is made evident in Mark 12.41-44. On 
this occasion, Jesus sat down opposite the temple 
treasury where he watched a multitude of people 
giving their money. Many of these were quite wealthy 
and made a public spectacle out of their large gifts. 

After the wealthy had given their money, a poor 
widow put two copper coins into the box. Jesus called 
his disciples and said to them, “Truly I say to you, this 
poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the 
treasury, for they gave out of their surplus but she 
gave all that she had.” 

The principle is clear: giving out our excesses, 
even if the amount is great, means little to God. If it 
costs us something, however, even if the amount is 
small, this greatly ministers to him. 

Where Do I Tithe? 

In the Old Testament, the people gave to the 
temple, the priests and to the Levites. In the New 
Testament, giving went primarily to support the work 
of the gospel in a local area, especially to those whose 
work was pastoring and teaching. Paul wrote to 
Timothy: 

Pastors who do their work well should be paid 
for what they do, especially those who work hard at 
both preaching and teaching. For the Scriptures say, 
“Never tie up the mouth of an ox when it is treading 
out the grain, let him eat as he goes along.” And in 
another place, “Those who work deserve their pay” (1 
Timothy 5.17-18). 

According to this and other Scriptures (i.e., Luke 
10.7, 1 Corinthians 16.2, 2 Corinthians 8,9) the 
primary direction of our tithe should be to our local 
church to support those people and programs that 
provide us with spiritual food and ministry. 

What are the Difference Between a 

Tithe and an Offering? 

The Old Testament required many kinds of giv-
ing but it is best understood when divided into two 
categories: tithes and offerings. The tithe was, as 
explained, a tenth of the harvest. Offerings went above 
and beyond the tithe as a further demonstration of love 
and loyalty to God. Offerings were given to further 
God’s work (e.g., in the Old Testament gifts were 
given to build the tabernacle and later the temple) and 
to help the needy (e.g., alms giving in Leviticus 19.10; 
etc.) Many today give their tithes to their local 
churches and their offerings to support missionaries, 
specialty ministries or projects such as church building 
campaigns. 



C a n  I  A f f o r d  t o  T i t h e ?  

All of us can afford to give. Jesus made this 
point clear in the story of the widow in Mark 2. No 
matter how little we have, all that we do have comes 
from God, and he has asked us to give back a 
portion of our increase out of our love for him. 

Tithing, therefore, is actually an act of faith. In 
Matthew 6.23-34, Jesus said that God looks after our 
every need. Our job is to trust him and seek his 
kingdom and his righteousness and he will provide 
for all our material needs (Matthew 6.33). 

As we give to God, he promises to give back 
much more to us. In Malachi 3.10-12, God gives us 
a challenge. He says: 

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so that 
there will be food enough in my temple; if you do, I 
will open up the windows of heaven for you and 
pour out a blessing so great you won ’t have room 
enough to take it in! Try it! Let me prove it to you. 
Your crops will be large, for I will guard them from 
insects and plagues. Your grapes won’t shrivel away 
before they ripen, says the Lord of Hosts. And all 
nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land 
sparkling with happiness. These are the promises of 
the Lord of Hosts. 

W h e r e  D o e s  t h e  M o n e y  G o ?  

Moneys received from tithes and offerings go to 
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. They are used to 
operate the church (1 Corinthians 16.20), support 
world missions (Acts 11.29-30), help those in need 
(Acts 20.35), and, as was said above, to provide an 
income for those who are called to be ministers of 
the gospel, especially those who labor in preaching 
and teaching (1 Timothy 5.17). 

We should see the giving of our tithes and 
offerings as an investment in the kingdom of God. It 
is wise to invest our money where we know it will 
get a good return. There is no better “stock” than the 
work of God in the world. Someday we will all be 
accountable to God for the stewardship of the funds 
and resources that he has given to each one of us. 
Jesus said: 

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth 
where moth and rust consume, where thieves break 

in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven where neither moth nor rust consumes, 
where thieves do not beak in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also 
(Matthew: 19-21). 

The Lord is giving us a great opportunity to 
invest in his kingdom, the lives of his people and the 
proclamation of the good news around the world. 

We are called to walk by faith in all things. The 
principle of tithing no longer binds us as Law but is 
an opportunity to demonstrate our devotion to the 
Lord as did Abraham who gave a tenth before the 
Law was given and was called the “father of all 
those who believe” (Genesis 14.20). 

God is looking at our hearts and knows what is 
in them by what we do. Tithing is one way to show 
that we are committed in resources as well as time 
and energy to being authentic Christians in the 
world. Let us give joyfully and according to our 
faith (Romans 12:6-8). 

Paul told Timothy to exhort his flock saying, 
“Tell them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, to 
be generous givers, sharing with others. In this way 
they will save up a treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the future and so lay hold of what is 
truly life” (1 Timothy 6.18-19). 

Giving to “Parachurch” Ministries 

The Greek word “para” means to come 
alongside. There are many ministries that are 
designed to come alongside the local church to help 
them fulfill the Great Commission of Jesus. These 
ministries specialize in things like world missions, 
Bible translation, Christian schools and focused types 
of evangelism. Radical Middle Ministries serves the 
local church by developing resources, training and 
education to share the story of God around the world. 
Giving to Radical Middle therefore, is in the category 
of “offerings” that are given after tithing to the work 
of the local church. 
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